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Alone in the back row of cell biology  

 classroom forty years ago, I wept upon seeing 
  Photo 51–Rosalind Franklin’s 1952 

   image in black and white, 

    her fifty-first X-ray of DNA. 

   A grainy X rippled like a creek 

  in the breeze, a twisted 

 ladder of sugar–every rung a pair  

of two bases. DNA coiled into a self:  

 how soft my touch, how deeply I listen,  

  if I am introverted, tall or myopic. DNA 

   weaving my love of words that glint 

    like trout, break the river’s 
   glass in the still of August, lift 

  like a great blue heron. 

 In the DNA’s spiral, I saw the relentless  

geometry of pine cone scales, the logarithmic 

 whorl of a nautilus shell, an ear’s helix. The DNA’s  

  lace traced the corkscrewed pain of my 

   shyness: its exquisite symmetry a parable  

    about inevitability, about finding 

   quiet or beauty in the tiniest things. I was  

  overcome by hope–or was it a preponderance 
 of data–that I was not as flawed 

as I thought, and maybe 

   even glorious. 
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http://www.triciaknoll.com/
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http://www.katymckinney.com/


 

 



 

 

http://www.sharonpretti.com/


 

 

http://www.patvaldata.com/


 

 

 



 

 

 

https://gyroscopereview.submittable.com/submit/


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


