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To be rounded smooth as a sea-pebble tumbled in briny waves. To be smaller than a fingernail. To 

be beholden, soft and gray and curled into forever sleep. Whittled by wind. Encrusted by sparkling 

sediment and mica. To be preserved, protected, prolonged. To be pick-bone sharpened into 

precision, a rib carved into stone. To be continued. 
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