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We arrive strangers   but it isn’t long before 

night    we sprawl on our backs on the mesa    

 

Sky bigger than any god named 

Hot wind lifts white garments   

 

There is no moon     stars careen and fall 

to shrieks       did you see   did you see?  

 

into open arms    onto our tongues 

onto bare breasts      how lit and meteor-flecked we are 

  

Women of bleached hair    hair gone snow    kink and sleek   

wide flabbed hips and tight       faces gnarled     

 

arms scarred       muscled for fight       

stretched  toward    delight  

 

We need not be pierced and strung:   one necklace    

we are beads sundered     broken upon the rock dry lonely earth   

    

We roll into each other    we heap upon   become    

boister of what the blaze-tailed goddess  

 

sweeps her net above     

empties her star clutch upon    
 

What women need lessons in how  

to gather tinder   to stack  

 

grain across grain      

of our bodies   

  

to ignite?    
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